
Our students participate in a wide 

variety of required and optional 

assessment from a national, state, 

and district level.  The assessments 

are aligned to Common Core State 

Standards and consists of three major 

components all designed to improve 

teaching and learning. 

Assessments: 
 NWEA – Teacher Performance Tasks-EL- Screener – (IAR) Illinois assessment of 

Readiness, Illinois science Assessment (ISA), The National Assessment of 

Educational Progress (NAEP), ACCESS, DLM-AA- , FORMATIVE AND INFORMAL, 

and DIBELS. 

COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS 
The Common Core State Standards (CCSS) were adopted by the State of Illinois in 

2010.  These standards for reading, writing, speaking and listening, and language 

attend to critical thinking through speech, reading and writing.  The CCSS also 

speak to literacy skills as an integrated effort across the disciplines so that 

students develop their skills in context. 

READING 
There are 10 anchor standards that identify what we want all students to know 

and do in terms of reading.  They begin with expectations around literal 

understanding and simple inferring, and move to increasingly complex, higher 

order critical thinking within and across texts.  One example of this increase in the 

rigor of expectations is in the course of literature discussions.  Teachers ask 

student increasingly complex question.   Students compare characters, events, 

writing styles across multiple texts.  They must use evidence from the text to 

support their thinking. 
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WRITING 
The writing standards describe what students should know and do as 

demonstrated through writing.  The standards ask educators to plan instruction 

that in mindful of the modes of writing (narrative, informational/explanatory, 

argument), reasons to write, process of writing, and how to research and distill 

information to incorporate into the writing.  Student should write daily and 

produce a large volume of writing that includes book reviews, opinion pieces, 

memoirs, and feature articles.  They also conduct research connected to science 

and social studies.  Expectations for students grow from one unit to the next.  

Each unit focuses on grammar and revision. 

SPEAKING AND LISTENING  
Speaking and listening standards address how students interact, exchange, and 

build knowledge together.  They also address how students prepare to present 

their learning in a formal manner.   Teachers plan multiple opportunities 

throughout the day for students to engage in purposeful talk and deepen their 

understanding through the exchange of ideas. 

LANGUAGE 
The language standards address grammar and mechanics, the ability to discern 

when and how to use language in varied contexts, and how to build vocabulary. 

His document graphically represents the understanding that many literacy 

behaviors must be taught and retaught throughout the students’ development.  

This show that being liberate takes a great deal of practice.  
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